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PENSIONERS’ COST-OF-LIVING REBATE 

142. Hon ADELE FARINA to the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering: 
I refer to the Liberal Party’s election pledge to provide a cost-of-living rebate for pensioners, being $100 for 
singles and $150 for couples, to commence this financial year and to be increased each year in line with 
inflation.  

(1) Given the current economic circumstances and the widely accepted fact that pensioners are doing it 
tough, why has the minority Liberal government not moved to immediately provide this much-needed 
and promised relief to pensioners? 

(2) Given the Treasurer’s announcement of a land tax cut for property investors, which he stated was to be 
effective immediately, why is the minority Liberal government making pensioners wait for the cost-of-
living rebate? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I do not have an answer to that question. Did the member put it on notice? 

Hon Adele Farina: It is a question without notice. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! I cannot hear what the minister is saying. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: May I have a copy of the question, please? 

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! This is question time. It is not time for a debate; a few hours are left in the 
day to debate matters. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Thank you, Mr President.  

(1) Applications for the cost-of-living rebate will be sent to all Seniors Card holders, commencing 
12 December. The fact sheet being sent with the application addresses questions seniors may have and 
also provides contact details—that is how this Liberal-National government is doing things. Eligible 
seniors who apply for a Seniors Card up to 30 March 2009 will receive the cost-of-living rebate. 
Applications will be scanned in to enable payment by 30 March 2009. Seniors who return the 
application by 15 January 2009 will be guaranteed payment by 30 March 2009. Seniors eligible for a 
card after 30 March 2009 will not get the living rebate this year, but will receive it in coming years. 

(2) The reason we are implementing it after the new year is that it is what the Liberal government said it 
will do. The Labor government did not promise anything in the election campaign; the Liberal Party 
promised it and will deliver on 30 March. 

 


